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with Justice Ginsburg, she received 96 votes 
in favor of confirmation. 

The following year, Justice Stephen Breyer 
was confirmed 73 days after his nomination 
was submitted, with 87 votes in his favor. 
Again, Republican Senators, in large num-
bers, voted for confirmation of Justice Breyer 
despite significant philosophical differences. 
These examples show that the thorough con-
sideration of a nominee does not require 
months of delay. 

As we continue the process to fill the open-
ing on the Supreme Court, we are also mov-
ing forward on other important priorities for 
the American people. This past week, we re-
ceived more good news on the economy. The 
2005 deficit is projected to be $94 billion less 
than previously expected. I told the Congress 
and the country we would cut the deficit in 
half by 2009. This week’s numbers show that 
we are ahead of pace, so long as Congress 
acts wisely with taxpayer dollars. 

This good news on the budget is coupled 
with other news that shows the economy is 
strong and getting stronger. Our economy is 
growing faster than any other major industri-
alized nation. The unemployment rate is 
down to 5 percent, lower than the average 
rate of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s. We have 
created more than 2 million jobs in the past 
12 months. More Americans are working 
today than ever before in our Nation’s his-
tory, and homeownership in America is at 
an alltime high. 

To keep our economy growing and cre-
ating jobs, Congress needs to continue work-
ing in the upcoming weeks on our progrowth 
economic agenda. First, for the sake of our 
economic security and our national security, 
the Congress must complete its work on a 
good energy bill that will reduce our depend-
ence on foreign sources of energy. 

Second, the House needs to follow the 
Senate’s lead by approving the Central 
American and Dominican Republic Free 
Trade Agreement. By lowering trade barriers 
for our exports, this agreement will level the 
playing field for America’s goods, services, 
and crops, and help create jobs for American 
workers. 

Third, Congress needs to send me a fis-
cally responsible highway bill that modern-

izes roads and bridges, improves safety, and 
opens up new job opportunities. 

Finally, Congress needs to move forward 
with Social Security reform. For those of you 
who were born before 1950, Social Security 
will not change. But the system has made 
promises to our younger workers that it can-
not pay for. And the cost of fixing the system 
grows higher with every year we wait. So 
Congress needs to act now to strengthen So-
cial Security for our children and grand-
children. 

The American people expect members of 
both parties to offer a positive agenda and 
get things done for our country. By working 
together in the weeks ahead, I am confident 
we will achieve positive results for all Ameri-
cans. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
July 15 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 16. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on July 15 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
of India 
July 18, 2005 

Mr. Prime Minister, Mrs. Kaur, Laura and 
I are honored to welcome you to the White 
House. 

We meet as leaders of two great democ-
racies committed to working together for a 
better and a safer world. Your visit reflects 
the growing bonds of cooperation between 
your nation and mine. Our nations have ties 
that are strong and warm. These ties are en-
riched by hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans of Indian origin who contribute so much 
to America’s vitality. Our people share the 
bonds of friendship and a commitment to 
prosperity, peace, and regional stability. Our 
nations believe in freedom, and our nations 
are confronting global terrorism. 

As diplomatic partners, we’re meeting this 
threat in our own nations and abroad. And 
as economic partners, we’re working around 
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the world to displace hatred and violence 
with prosperity, hope, and optimism. India’s 
embrace of democracy and human rights has 
ensured that its great diversity will remain 
a national strength. And since enacting eco-
nomic reforms in the early nineties, India has 
become an emerging economic power to the 
betterment of its people. 

The relationship between our two nations 
has never been stronger, and it will grow 
even closer in the days and years to come. 
This transformed relationship was seen viv-
idly in the response to the December 26th 
tsunami that devastated parts of Asia. Along 
with Japan and Australia, our two nations 
launched a coordinated and effective disaster 
relief mission, providing assistance and relief 
where it was most needed. 

Mr. Prime Minister, the United States and 
India have built a relationship of great poten-
tial as we face this century’s challenges. We 
look forward to building on our strong bilat-
eral relationship to expand our economic ties 
and to lay the foundation of peace and pros-
perity for our children and our grand-
children. 

Welcome, Mr. Prime Minister, and thank 
you for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:11 a.m. at the 
South Portico at the White House, where Prime 
Minister Singh was accorded a formal welcome 
with full military honors. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gursharan Kaur, wife of Prime Minister 
Singh. The transcript released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of 
Prime Minister Singh. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Singh of India 

July 18, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you. I’m proud to 
stand here today with Prime Minister Singh, 
the leader of one of the world’s great democ-
racies. Mr. Prime Minister, welcome to 
America. I applaud your vision, and I applaud 
your leadership. Laura and I are honored to 
welcome you and Mrs. Kaur to the White 
House. 

We just had a great discussion, a very frank 
and open discussion. And tonight we look 

forward to welcoming you for a little family 
dinner. 

India and the United States share a com-
mitment to freedom and a belief that democ-
racy provides the best path to a more hopeful 
future for all people. We also believe that 
the spread of liberty is the best alternative 
to hatred and violence. Because of our shared 
values, the relationship between our two 
countries has never been stronger. We’re 
working together to make our nations more 
secure, deliver a better life to our citizens, 
and advance the cause of peace and freedom 
throughout the world. 

The Governments of India and the United 
States are working together to safeguard our 
people. We are charting new steps in our de-
fense relationship through the recently 
signed new framework that will help our two 
nations work toward common security objec-
tives. We’re working together on 
counterterrorism to help protect our people 
and make the world a safer place. We’re also 
committed to increasing the prosperity of the 
people of India and America alike. Today we 
announced the completion of the next steps 
in strategic partnership. Completing this 
partnership will help us further enhance our 
cooperation in the areas of civil nuclear, civil 
space, and high technology commerce. 

Last month, we launched a reinvigorated 
U.S.-India economic dialog to focus high- 
level attention on trade, finance, investment, 
and the environment. Prime Minister Singh 
and I are about to meet with business leaders 
from both our nations who have joined us 
here today for the inaugural meeting of the 
CEO Forum. The expertise of these private 
sector leaders will help our two Governments 
build trade and increase investment for the 
good of our peoples. Cleaner energy re-
sources, including nuclear power, are vital for 
the future of both our economies. We have 
begun a bilateral energy dialog to find ways 
to work together in this important area. Our 
two nations also have a common interest in 
bettering the lives of people around the 
world. We are launching a disaster response 
initiative to better respond to future disas-
ters, just not in Asia but around the world. 

I appreciate Prime Minister Singh’s lead-
ership. He’s a man who’s committed to peace 
and liberty. I look forward to working with 
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